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1. Interviews and Informants 

 

- 4 Focus Group interviews,  

about the drought and the situation of water and agriculture in general, about the 

MRMP project and GIZ project, about social/agricultural change and perspectives 

- 4 Expert Interviews,  

discussion about the achievements, problems and impact of the projects, about 

development of the region and development assistance in the region in general and 

perspectives of the region, particularly of agricultural production 

- 14 in depth interviews (semi-structured),  

about the drought and water situation, about coping strategies during the drought, 

about access to water (and land), changing living conditions of the family, role of 

agriculture for the income of households, perspectives 

- Interviews are between 45 minutes and 1,5 hours. Except Dr. Salima, all informants 

have been men. In one interview, the mother of the informant joined us and talked 

about her experiences. Most of the informants were between 30 and 50 years; only one 

has been very young (23, his father died early) and two significantly older (> than 65). 

Informants were from the waadis in Qasr and Neguila; from the North and the „South“ 

(about 30km south from the coast).  

 

 

2. Aspects  

 

- Drought & water scarcity: mostly for potable water problematic as agriculture is not 

main income for most of the households. Problem is not only the absence of rainfall 

but for most households also the lack of enough cisterns to harvest the water. 

Regarding agriculture most of the informants only use the rainfall and would rather 

not produce anything than to buy additional water for agricultural production. All of 

the informants expect from the government or wish from new international projects to 

explore alternative water resources like groundwater, pipe from the Nile, or 

desalination units.  
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- Land: An increasing problem is the scarcity of land due to fragmentation of land 

because of inheritance and population growth; access to land, particularly to favorable 

lands in the North and in the wadis; land degradation, especially in the south due to the 

drought, and the loss of land of vulnerable households who have to sell there land.  

- Income diversification: in most of the cases a combination of agriculture, livestock 

and alternative income, whereas the role of agriculture and livestock are diminishing 

in terms of economic contribution. Nevertheless they are important in terms of 

security. Alternative income resources are mainly wage labor, temporary migration to 

Libya, trading or having a small shop. 

- Social change: Most of the informants say that living standards are better due to 

houses, private cisterns, dykes, schools, streets and electricity. But these standards 

require more money and lead to an increasing demand of water... 

And the young generations doesn’t want to live like their parents, they want to have 

more possibilities like the urban youth (which they don’t have, especially 

unemployment among the young people is a problem). They want to migrate to Libya 

or to the cities. Although informants say that even the youth does not consider leaving 

the region forever.  

Some informants also state that the private use of land and water and the 

monetarization of life have lead to an increased individual behavior and less social 

cohesion among the Bedouins. 

- Projects: Most of the informants can hardly remember the projects of FAO and WFP. 

The informants in Qasr are all talking very positively about the project of the GIZ, 

particularly about the responsible person, Jochen Regner, as „one of them“ who 

listened to them and considered their concerns. The Northwest Coast reconstruction 

center is continuing the work of the GIZ, but with less activities in a broader region so 

that farmers hardly notice their work. In contrast, Bedouins in Neguila don’t have a 

good opinion about the MRMP, especially as they say that activities never reached the 

ones most in need but were distributed by the Mandoub among his friends and 

relatives. Moreover, some activities weren’t useful at all. The DRC is continuing the 

work of the MRMP but is chronically underfunded.   
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3. Actors and To Do’s: 

 

- International: FAO, WFP, GIZ, World Bank, IRDC => Reports, interviews  

- National: interviews, DRC staff in Marsa Matrouh & Cairo (Dr. Naeem), MALR 

- Local: more interviews farmers and breeders, women, Mandoubs, project staff, 

governmental staff (soil and water department), traders of agricultural products 

 

 

4. Future research perspectives in anthropology 

 

- Interesting would be the role of the women for a household’s resilience...I think little 

exist about the Bedouin women („Veiled sentiments“ by Lila Abu-Lughod, focusing 

more on gender relations and poetry) 

- Another idea I had that could be very interesting is to focus more on the change and 

adaptations of alternative incomes as it becomes more important (e.g. dynamics of the 

petrol companies, relations and dependences to Libya in a changing political context, 

connection between drought – migration – „traditions“). What I find personally very 

interesting is to analyze the phenomena of the „bag traders“; people that are trading 

with small stuff from Libya traveling back and forth a couple of times per month and 

which seems to be quite lucrative – how did they develop, who get’s access to this 

kind of trading, how are the markets developing around this... 

- Something else could be the discourse around „traditions“ and identity, particularly 

regarding different generations: How do they change, what is the impact of drought, 

socio-economic constraints, projects, political situation and globalization etc.? Why 

can some „traditions“ easily be changed and adapted to current circumstances whereas 

Bedouins adhere to others? 


